V. The Year's Round

A fter those sorrowful years, when illness and death largely
XJLgoverned Halifax's movements, his life fell into a routine,
which, with occasional departures, he kept until he was a very
old man.

His home and headquarters was Hickleton, the eighteenth
century house, some six miles from Doncaster, which Sir
Francis Wood had bought in 1829, It was the background of
Halifax's life, as it had been that of his father's, and it held, un-
der close competition from Garrowby, the first place in his af-
fections. In 1858 his father had carried out extensive alterations
to the house, which then assumed substantially its present form,
although from time to time minor improvements, particularly
affecting its front, were introduced. The making of these was
an abiding interest with Halifax until the end of his life; so that
as late as 193 o his letters to his son are full of the little changes he
is making and speculations as to the satisfaction they will give
to the returning Viceroy.

More drastic than anything which he did to the house was
his transformation of the little church, dedicated to St. Wilfred,
which lies about a hundred yards away, on the edge of the road
through the village. During his father's lifetime Halifax had
longed to see the church more in accord with his own ideas,
and in 1864, when the living fell vacant, he and his father came
as near as two mutually devoted people could come to a quar-
rel, over the appointment of a successor to Mr. Armytage.
Shortly after the death of the first Lord Halifax, there was
again a vacancy, and with it was the chance of a real change,